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imagination of the people in those days than the mere
change of the king's name. The great importance
attached to the rose, as pre-eminently the badge of
himself and his house, on the coinage of Edward IV?
as compared with his personal badge of the sun, is shown
by the fact that whereas the latter was only used once
as a mint-mark, and that some time after the introduction
of the former, the rose must have been exclusively in
use (assuming that I am correct as to the date of its
introduction) for quite four years at first, and, as I hope
to show later, was revived both at the London and Bristol
mints, and more particularly on the episcopal coins of
Canterbury, York, and Durham, subsequently to the
restoration of Henry VI in 1470, and remained in use
up to practically the end of Edward's reign. It varies
In detail and character on coins from various dies of the
heavy coinage, but is always a five-leaved flower, and
I think there can be no doubt as to its being in all
cases intended to represent the same object.1 Some-
times it takes the form of a neat pierced rosette, very
similar to those on the " rosette " coinage of Henry YI;
but more generally it represents a regular conventional
full-blown rose, usually large, but occasionally small,
having the centre sometimes pierced or sunk, but more
often with a rounded button. This latter is probably
the latest variety, as, In addition to being more generally
found on the heavy coins, it is continued on the light
coinage almost without exception. With the rose mint-
mark, another almost invariable feature was Introduced,
viz. a quatrefoil at each side of the king's neck on the

1 Probably these varieties of the rose merely indicate the work of
different hands employed upon the dies.